Pale green, dull and boring

Manitoba not likely to see real change for a high-tech green economy
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In the next provincial election, scheduled for
October 2011, both the ecconomy and the en-
vironment will play heavily on voters’ minds
in what may be the most contested race since
1999.

Whichever political party in 2011 can
clearly articulate a strong message of both
environmental stewardship and ecconomic
growth will win. However, given the cautious
and at times polarizing context of some issucs,
such as the proposed Bi-Pole IIT line down
the west side of Lake Winnipeg, Manitobans
are likely to be met with a steady-as-she-goes
approach.

To its credit, the Manitoba NDP has done
some good in bringing environmental issucs
forward since 1999. Such positives include
passing the Water Protection Act, increas-
ing protection of wilderness parks, touting
Manitoba Hydro's clean cnergy advantage
and supporting a UNESCO World Heritage
site for the part of the Boreal forest that covers
predominantly the cast side of the province.

However, despite winning numerous
awards from Business Week and the David
Suzuki Foundarion, Manitoba srill floun-
ders environmentally. It ranks as onc of the
worst provinces for rccyc,ling in Canada; it
faired poorly in a 2010 report on provincial
environmental policics bsy Corporace Knights
magazine, who gradcd itan F; and it has unl}'
maintained stable greenhouse gas emissions
sincec 2000.

What's worsc is that the provinees green
technology innovation sorcly lags bchind
other provinces, inc|uding British Columbia
and Ontario. Manitoba Hydro's com-
plete dominance of all altcrnative cnergy in
Manitoba has actually hampered the innova-
tion in terms of fostering competitive markets
to mak: grtcn tct.hnology morc al:i:ordablc.

Mecanwhile, the progrcssivc Conscrvative

The Liberals, like the other
two major parties here in
the province, suffer from

a failure to consider that
citizens have a participatory
stake in the green economy

environmental platform is very weak at best,
stating on their website that they “understand
the importance of preserving our natural her-
itage and will fight to preserve our environ-
ment.” They also mention support for clean
energy, which for them entails depoliticizing
Manitoba Hydro and building the next hydro
line on the cast side of Lake Winnipeg,

While it may be interesting to note that the
PCs would consider depoliticizing Hydro,
the idea is very vaguc and may have people
thinking they would consider sclling off the
Crown corporation, thus turning the clection
into a referendum on Hydro.

Also, the idea of the PCs wanting to build
the Hydro linc along the cast side of Lake
Winnipeg, the same side as the aforemen-
toned UNESCO World Heritage Site, leads
one to wonder if they do take the environ-
ment into scrious consideration as a key plar-
form component.

Perhaps the Liberals have the most inter-
esting environmental solutions, including a
PST rchate on purchasing fucl cfficient ve-
hicles and incentives to convert vehicles o
bio-diescl.

However, dcspitc somc  unique |:||:»|ic'\-r
idcas, the Liberals, like the other two major
partics here in the province, suffer from a fail-
urc to consider that citizens have a participa-
mr}" Smkc in TJ'I: grccn ccoﬂomy.

All three main political partics say they
carc — I'Iowcvcr\ onc Pan‘)f uscs H}'dro as th:
only way to promotc altcrnative cnergy in
the province, onc has no consideration for
some of the most pristine wilderness in all
of Canada and the third is likely to do litde

morc than paint by numbers next clection.
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What is needed is a scrious talk about a
real green economy.

How about incentives for small scale com-
petition through consumer co-operatives and
community-owned businesses to offer green
technologics like wind and solar energy? How
about building the infrastructure from north
to south for a smart grid that will accelerate
energy technology?

Why not provide a framework for in-
creased entreprencurship in the inner cities
that would allow people to make moncy off
green products? Why not a green job training
program that would train people for emerg-
ing technology industrics?

Let's empower people, not force them to
be little more than spectators after clection
day:
)]?\-‘Ianitnbans descrve better. Unfortunately,
with the leadership exhibited by all three par-
tics, Manitoba will still sce a very pale green
environmental action plan after October
201L.

Adam Johnston is an economics and rhetoric
& communications student at the University
of Winnipeg who focuses on environmental,
economic dand technology policy on his blog
at betp:/fmoderneconomicstechnologyenviron-
ment.wordpress.com.
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Volunteer?
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Volunteer Manitoba invites you to visit
community organizations at our annual

Volunteer Fair

Riddell Atrium

September 21 & 22, 2010
10:00am-1:30pm

For more information on this event and volunteering
in your community, please visit our websites:

MYVOP

ofunreer,
Manitoba

www.mbvolunteer.ca




